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Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Throughout our history, we have 
been at the forefront of tackling 
some of the world’s greatest 
public health challenges, from 
HIV and viral hepatitis to cancer 
and COVID-19. Through our 
pioneering access and health 
equity programs, we have made 
our medicines available to 
millions of people to improve the 
health of communities around the 
world.

Millions of 
Healthier 
Lives

We are a research-based biopharmaceutical company that discovers, develops, 
and commercializes therapeutics to advance the care of patients suffering from 
life-threatening diseases.

18,000+ employees, 35+ countries, one shared purpose:

To create a healthier world for all people.



Counterfeits and Other Illicitly Traded Medicines Are 
A Danger to Patients & Global Public Health

• Counterfeits are intentionally designed to look like genuine medicine, often replicating 
the packaging, branding, and even the physical appearance of authentic products. 

• False representations are used to deceive buyers and patients into believing that the 
counterfeits and other illegally traded medicines are just like the original and that they 
are safe and effective.

• These illicitly traded medicines may cause serious and/or life-threatening health risks for 
patients, as they often do not contain the correct medicine or the correct amount of 
active ingredient and may contain impurities. 

• Their proliferation can contribute to the emergence of drug resistance, exacerbate 
outbreaks of infectious diseases, and undermine efforts to control epidemics.



A trademark owner is uniquely positioned to 
stop counterfeiting

U.S. Trademark Act (Lanham Act) 
15 U.S. § 1116 (d):  

CIVIL ACTIONS ARISING OUT OF 
USE OF COUNTERFEIT MARKS

Joint Statement on Ex Parte Seizures 
Under the Lanham Act



Civil Enforcement – Benefits 

► Protect Your Customers

► Protect Your Brands

► Protect Your Businesses

► Deter Future Counterfeiters

► Collect Damages



Ex Parte Seizure Orders

Locations:
Offices

Homes

Trucks

Cars

Warehouses

Locks and vaults may be forcibly opened.
People interfering with seizure may be arrested

Things to Be Seized:

Products

Packaging/manufacturing 
machinery

Documents

Computers

Mobile phones

People to Be Present:

Law enforcement

Private investigators

Computer technicians

Locksmiths

Lawyers



Asset Freeze Order

► Freezes Defendants’ bank accounts

► Can be directed to banks worldwide

► Preserves Defendants’ profits from sale of counterfeits for the benefit 
of the Plaintiff



U.S. Product Complaints Linked to Licensed Secondary 
Distributors

Patient reported consuming one tablet 
of an antipsychotic in bottle of 

BIKTARVY® and reported being unable 
to walk or talk for a short time.
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The Illicit Scheme Infiltrating the Legitimate Supply 
Chain

Patient Buyback

Distribution of Counterfeits to 
Fly-By-Night Supplier Secondary Distributor 

Sells to Pharmacy w/ 
Fake Pedigree

Supplier Sale to Secondary  Market 
Distributor w/ Fake Pedigree

$

“Cleaning” of 
Bottles/Creating 

Counterfeits

Pharmacy Sells to Patients

Pharmacy: Strict Civil Liability to Trademark Owner & Patient



Gilead’s Enforcement Action Has Immediate 
Impact 

• Executed 26 no-notice seizures

• Stopped a multimillion-dollar complex criminal network 
selling counterfeits.

• Seized > 4000 illicit bottles 

• Over 160 defendants, including some pharmacies

• Every counterfeiter has been enjoined from buying or selling 
any Gilead products

• Gilead has frozen bank accounts and real estate from dozens 
of counterfeiters 

• Many arrested for their involvement in the scheme, with two 
already serving time in prison

• Gilead is continuing to work with the Department of Justice, 
which has a task force dedicated to the scheme and plans to 
bring many more indictments

Patients and the legitimate supply chain are still vulnerable to the underlying scheme.



Seized Documents
And then earlier in the week Synergy, that new 
wholesaler that Adam brought on, gave us some 
fake pedigrees

It just seems too coincidental

Adam brings such sketchy 
situations to the table

Yeah I think that is what it is too

Seems like it

Just lovely

That’s what happens when you get 
in bed with shady people

greedy

Going to get ourself sued



Seized Documents

All of their shit is counterfeit

Should have inventory today

Did we get any synergy news?



Civil Enforcement Can Speed Up Prosecution 



Civil Enforcement Can Speed Up Prosecution 



A Shared Responsibility 

Governments

Access Partners

Industry

The manufacturer can be an effective leader 
and collaboration partner

The manufacturer has unique knowledge about the 
product and unique rights as the trademark owner

Ensuring patients receive safe and quality medicine is a responsibility that must be 
shared by all in the supply chain 



For a more in-depth overview of 
the criminal scheme and our work, 

please check out CNBC’s piece. 

Thank you!
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